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SAI ends after four-year tenure

The School of Arts and Innovation was dissolved because of varying visions
B Y J OSEPH C OTTON
6WDৼ:ULWHU
At the start of the 20192020 school year, the decision
to dissolve the School of Arts
and Innovation (SAI) was
made by its faculty members
after a four year run of varying visions among the four
departments and administration.
The school was home to
the art, Digital Innovation in
Film and Television (DIFT),
theatre and music departments. Theatre and music will
continue to operate together,
while the DIFT department
and the art department will
operate separately. The current structure is a return to
the previous setup before SAI
was implemented.
SAI was an unprecedented
institutional structure created
by Xavier faculty that went
into practice in the 2014-15
school year. Two professors,
including current music theory professor Dr. Kaleil Skeirik, proposed the school as a
way to create common experiences and shared classes
between the four disciplines.
They hoped this would to foster creativity and innovation.

“In my mind, SAI would
have created opportunities
for collaboration that doesn’t
exist in many places,” former
SAI director and art chair
Johnathan Gibson said. “Seeing students involved with
theatre learn about sound design and music was an idea
that excited me.”
Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences Dr. David Mengel said that the SAI
aimed to help students understand what innovation was
through studying fine arts.
“We were noticing the
creative benefits of fine arts
for what we call innovation,”
Mengel said. “We looked to
help students understand innovative thought through art
and to develop the skills and
habits that are transferable.”
Mengel went on to say that
another goal of SAI was to allow the separate departments
more visibility than they could
have received individually.
One example of collaborative work was a $500 SAI
grant program that encouraged collaboration between
fields of study. One of the
projects was a senior art show
that featured an original score

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI'HODQH\0DOORU\

6HQLRU'LJLWDO,QQRYDWLRQLQ)LOPDQG7HOHYLVLRQVWXGHQWVDUHUHTXLUHGWRPDNHDVKRUWÀOPWKHLUVHQLRU\HDU
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composed by a music student.
The idea was for students to
meet, share their experiences
and work on projects.
The challenges for SAI
brought up by Mengel included the lack of a central location on campus, differing ideas
by faculty members and an
unclear vision for the institutional structure of the school.
The school had no common
courses or expectations.
“Not everyone agreed with
the direction of the school.
Different people had different
goals,” Mengel said. “It was
an interesting and hopeful
idea that did not have enough
buy-in from faculty.”
Mengel stated the main
divide among faculty was
between those wanted to
maintain separate institutional identities and those
who viewed collaboration as a
higher priority. Other faculty
thought that physical space
3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI,QVWDJUDP
and distance were impossible
6WXGHQWVLQWKH;DYLHU$UW6RFLHW\SRVHWRJHWKHUDIWHUDQHYHQW$OOÀQH to overcome. He also went on
DUWVWXGHQWVZHUHLQWKH6FKRRORI$UWVDQG,QQRYDWLRQXQWLOLWGLVVROYHG

to say that the departments
never fully merged.
“The faculty didn’t know
what to do with the idea,” Gibson said. “I saw it as a green
light to work together and
define our own structure. I
don’t think (the other faculty)
wanted to take the opportunity of a blank canvas to create
opportunities for students.”
According to Gibson, some
faculty thought that there was
top-down coercion by the administration to make structural changes happen, causing
individual departments to lose
status to the larger SAI umbrella.
Mengel noted that the
school never created a common purpose and failed to
achieve success because of it.
“Some saw the new structure as a larger umbrella that
would take away autonomy
from the separate departments,” Gibson said. “There
were concerns over shared
budgets and shared decision

making.”
“Because the school never coalesced, most students
didn’t think about it,” Mengel said. “It wasn’t much of
a reality for those involved,
and students held on to their
academic program as their
primary affiliation. The art
department did not use the
SAI name when presenting
shows whereas DIFT did on
occasion.”
According to Mengel, the
College of Arts and Sciences
is always looking for natural
synergies between academic
disciplines that make the experience stronger for students.
Regarding the possibility of
trying a similar idea in the future, Mengel said, “It’s always
good to see if the institutional structures are supporting
student learning. As different
faculty develop ideas we’ll
keep an eye out for potential
changes. Internal change is
important as we adapt and
grow as a university.”
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Muslim chaplain reflects on 9/11
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Xavier’s Tala Ali speaks about the event’s effects on the Muslim community
B Y A LEYA J USTISON
Guest Writer
Since July 1, Tala Ali has
served as the new full-time
Muslim chaplain on Xavier’s
campus. This position, along
with that of a full-time Baptist chaplain and Jewish rabbi,
were all created by the Center
for Faith and Justice (CFJ) after last-year’s decision for the
CFJ to absorb the Center for
Interfaith and Community
Engagement.
Previously, Ali had worked
as the part-time Muslim chaplain. In this new position, she
has been working as a fulltime employee of the CFJ.
Ali sees the expansion of
her role as a reflection of
Xavier’s mission to be welcoming of all.
“There is a sizable Muslim
student population here at
Xavier, and that’s growing,”
Ali said. “They created this
position so that they can have
someone who is relevant to
their spiritual tradition and
who can help them and advise
them.”
As a part of her job, Ali
will fill many roles for Muslim
students, including spiritual
provider, friend, confidant and
the leader of weekly Muslim
services on campus.
The significance of a Muslim chaplain is particularly

Photo courtesy of Xavier University

Tala Ali (far right), the new Muslim chaplain, talks about her role and responsibilites on campus. She also
provides her thoughts and experiences regarding the 9/11 attacks from a Muslim-American’s perspective.

important in light of today
marking the 18th anniversary
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
Ali explained that 9/11 in
particular can be a traumatic
time for Muslims.
“What happened in New
York City on Sept. 11 happened to American — Muslims included,” Ali said.
“Muslims are not people that
are outside of the American
experience. We’re very much
a part of the American experience and have endured all
the traumas that are imposed
within this country.”
Reflecting on her person-

al experience, Ali explained
that on her way to work she
had to cross through Fountain
Square to get to her place of
employment.
“I remember it was full
of people walking around or
just standing, but I remember,
you could hear a pin drop. No
one was talking, no one knew
what was happening,” Ali
said. “But I felt like my body
and my presence was so loud,
like I was just reverberating
through the silence. Like everyone’s eyes, like, followed
me across the square.”
She even recalled witness-

ing the event on the news,
thinking to herself, “Please
don’t let them look like me.
Please, don’t let them be Muslim.”
In the midst of this dark
day in recent American history, Ali remembered a moment
of empathy on her bus ride
home.
“There was an elderly black
woman when I got up to get
off the bus at my stop, and she
put her hand on my hand as I
was grabbing the rail to stand
up. She said, ‘You be careful.
You take care of yourself,’”
Ali recalled.

Ali also felt as though she
could anticipate the surge of
Islamophobia that was to follow the 9/11 attacks.
“There tends to be, in the
media, a vilifying of (Muslims) because when you vilify
and dehumanize people, it becomes easier to impose sanctions and drop bombs on them
because they’re no longer people in other people’s eyes,” she
said. “I don’t think it’s OK to
convict an entire faith tradition because some people use
religion as political rhetoric to
push their own AWOL agenda.”
Finally, Ali spoke to the
lasting effects of 9/11 on
Muslim-Americans.
“Muslims want to mourn
like everyone else, to remember and honor people, but I
think there is trauma that
incurred with Sept. 11, and
we are so busy trying to get
through that we’re not able
to partake or experience it in
other ways since we have our
own trauma associated with
that.”
Jumma, the Muslim weekly prayer service, is held on
Friday afternoons at 3 p.m.
in Husman Hall’s Interfaith
Chapel.
Ali’s office is located in the
CFJ on the third floor of Gallagher Student Center.

Father B leaves home in Husman

The long-time Husman resident relocates to the Jesuit residence on campus

Photo courtesy of Twitter

Father B, a Jesuit priest and long-time Xavier resident, has recently
moved from his room in Husman Hall to elsewhere on Xavier’s campus.

B Y M O J UENGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Father Albert Bischoff, S.J.,
more endearingly known as
Father B, has moved out of
his longtime home in Husman
Hall to the Jesuit residence on
campus.
Father B lived in Husman
Hall for a total of 25 years,
the past 20 consecutively.
He spoke at length about
the effect that living with students has had on him and his
faith.
“I think that Xavier is a
wonderful place, and the best
thing about it is the students,”
Bischoff said. I enjoy living
with them. They keep me

young. At times, they keep
you awake, but it’s all worth
it.”
Husman Hall director Joel
Houlette spoke about the influence Father B has had on
students throughout the past
20 years.
“I think him living in Husman definitely had an impact
on the students that lived
here and interacted with him,”
Houlette said. “I think them
having the pride of them sharing a home with Father B was
a big deal and knowing that
we kind of had a sense of ‘we
get to claim him as our own’
even though he’s the campus
celebrity.”
Houlette also noted the

connections that this shared
experience creates between
first-years,
upperclassmen
and alumni of Husman.
“You get so much, ‘Oh
yeah, I remember when Father B lived in my (first-year)
dorm,’ and it helps that sense
of shared community of people with past years who lived
in Husman.”
Karen Garn, a junior biology and chemistry major who
lived in Husman as a firstyear, recalled fond memories
of Father B’s presence in the
dorm.
“I remember his 90th birthday my freshman year. We
threw a big party for him,
with cake and everyone signed
this card for him… I think
he’s part of the welcoming
nature of Xavier, and it’s sad
to hear he’s not going to be in
Husman anymore.”
Garn also noted his kind
demeanor and spirit.
“Sometimes if you’re sad or
stressed, just having someone
that has a bright smiling face
there helps so much,” Garn
said.
When asked if he ever
wished he lived outside of the
dorms, Father B balked at the
idea.
“Students have been very

thoughtful, asking me if they
disturbed me,” he said, “I
don’t have any really negative
feelings. And they have to live
with me, too.”
Father B added that the
connections he’s made have
been meaningful for him. “All I
want is to have people, if they
want, share their life with me
so that we can grow and learn
together, and I think that
keeps me young. I don’t feel
old, except when I’m tired.”

Junior nursing major Maia
Wagner said Father B’s presence has been special.
“The impact he has on
me and people around is just
making your day, just pointing
you out and making you feel
special,” she said.
Father B still resides on
campus and can be found in
his office in the Center for
Faith and Justice or walking
around campus calling anyone
and everyone a saint.

September 9
Student Government
Association Meeting Recap
•

This year’s Career Fair will have tables with balloons attached to them to indicate that they are
offering positions to International Students. The
Career Fair is Tuesday, Sept. 24, from 2-5 p.m.

•

A new semester study abroad program is coming for Xavier students to study in Peru this
spring. Thanks to the Center for International
Education, Xavier is offering a discount for the
cost of the trip. For more details, you can go to
the Study Abroad Fair on Friday, from 11 a.m.4:00 p.m. on the Academic Mall.

•

SGA is thinking about collaborating with
X-Treme Fans again this year to camp out for
the Crosstown Shootout game. More details to
come.
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Hong Kong extradition bill dropped
Protestors vow to not stop until claims of police brutality are investigated

B Y W ILL R IPPEY
Guest Writer
Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam announced
on Sept. 4 that the Hong
Kong government plans to
withdraw an extradition bill
that has sparked a threemonth-long series of protests
throughout the city.
In a televised broadcast,
Lam stated, “We are all very
anxious about Hong Kong,
our home. We all hope to find
a way out of the current impasse and unsettling times.”
Protesters have responded
stating that they do not plan
to stop the demonstrations
until demands for an investigation into alleged police
brutality during the last three
months are met. They also
are demanding the release of
those imprisoned during the
demonstration.
Pro-democracy leaders expressed skepticism regarding
Photo Courtesy of Wikicommons
the withdrawal of the bill.
Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam has said that the government has withdrawn the extradition bill that has
According to Professor sparked protests for the past three months. Protestors have vowed to continue until certain demands are met.
Jean-Pierre Cabestan of Hong
The bill that was with- granted Hong Kong political elections committee.
Kong Baptist University,
The Hong Kong Elections
“(The aim of the withdrawal) drawn would allow Hong autonomy under Chinese rule
was to calm down the move- Kong residents to be extra- in the form of a constitution, Committee has been criticized
ment’s radicals and weaken dited to mainland China for legal system and the right to throughout its history for betrials, facing the Chinese le- free speech and assembly for ing a pro-Beijing institution
and isolate the radicals.”
Hong Kong lawmaker Mi- gal system rather than Hong 50 years after the return of and for attempting to remove
the city to China in 1997.
the autonomy granted under
chael Tien has stated that the Kong’s.
This separation is part of
However, Hong Kong resi- the agreement.
withdrawal would have been
Throughout the late ‘90s
effective in June, but the sub- the “One Country, Two Sys- dents lost their right to demosequent turmoil has made tems” policy enacted upon cratic elections under the new and into the 2000s, the Elecmore measures necessary to Hong Kong’s return to China, system. Instead, a leader is tions Committee has passed
according to Lam. The policy appointed by a 1,200 member reforms to the city’s governsettle the protests.

   
Aug. 29, 1:00 p.m. —
A student reported their
wallet stolen which was left
unattended on the bleachers
at O’Connor Sports Center
while playing intramural
basketball.
Aug. 31, 5:54 p.m. —
Xavier Police investigated a
report of four students, two
who were underage, drinking alcohol in Hoff Dining
Commons. The students
were referred to the code of
conduct process.

Isn’t it cheaper to
just buy a permit
at this point?

Sept. 5, 3:22 p.m. —
A student reported their vehicle stolen from the Village
parking lot. A Rave Alert
me was issued. Xavier police would like to remind all
students to keep their vehicles locked and all personal
belongings out of sight.

Sept. 3, 1:21 p.m. —
A student with 23 unpaid
parking tickets parked in
the R-2 lot was referred to
the code of conduct process.

Sept. 5, 9:53 p.m. —
A non-student waiting on
a friend in the Gallagher
parking lot was cited forsmoking marijuana in their
vehicle.

Sept. 2, 10:44 p.m. —
Xavier Police was informed
by Norwood Police that an
underage resident student
was cited for attempting to
purchase alcohol at a Kroger grocery store in Surrey
Square.

Sept. 4, 1:40 a.m. —
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police in investigating a
roommate dispute at University Station. Norwood Police
assisted one of the parties
with filing criminal charges
for assault.

Sept. 7, 12:28 a.m. —
An underage intoxicated
student was transported
from Fenwick Hall to Good
Samaritan Hospital for possible alcohol poisoning.

Sept. 4, 12:28 a.m. —
Xavier Police received a
report from Physical Plant
that seven exit signs were
either damaged or missing
on the fourth floor of Fenwick Place. An investigation
is pending.

Sept. 5, 2:18 a.m. —
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police search for two
subjects going through vehicles in the south end of Norwood. Both subjects were apprehended at Huston Avenue
and Ivanhoe Avenue.

  





Sept. 7, 12:30 a.m. —
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police investigate a
loud party complaint in the
1700 block of Williams
Ave. The party was ended
and the students who lived
there were cooperative, given a warning and cleaned
up the party.

ment which favor Chinese
business interests and the
Chinese Communist Party.
The Committee is divided
into four sectors: Industrial,
Professions, Labour and Legislative Council.
The Industrial sector is exclusively represented by Chinese corporate electors and
comprises 25% of all electoral
votes. Additionally, the three
other sectors are occupied by
a majority of corporate representatives.
Many of the reforms have
been criticized as anti-democratic, such as the 2005 and
2014 electoral reforms, both
of which strengthened the
power of the Elections Committee.
With the withdrawal of the
extradition bill, the future of
Hong Kong remains unclear.
The scale of the protests has
garnered negative attention
from the Chinese Communist
Party. Beijing officials issued a
warning to future demonstrations stating “Beijing will not
sit idly by.”
The Party has also placed
pressure on Hong Kong corporations and officials to oppose the demonstrations.
Pro-Beijing officials encouraged protesters to accept
the withdrawal, but activists
have rejected it as a political
stunt. The protests reached
the three-month mark on
Sept. 9.

Week in Review

Bridge ban, cardboard men and gators
 A Florida man parked his
Smart car in his kitchen
in hopes of protecting it
from Hurricane Dorian.
His wife said in a Facebook post that he feared
the car “might blow
away” (Sept. 4).
 A Washington man unsuccessfully tried to use
a marker to make his vehicle sticker appear current. A spokesman for the
state patrol said that the
man received an A for effort — and a $228 ticket
(Sept. 7).
 A man in Sharonville,
Ohio called police demanding that officers return the marijuana they

“stole” from him. The
man claimed that it was
legal to have up to 100
grams of the substance.
The dispatcher explained
to him that the drug was,
in fact, illegal throughout
the state of Ohio, including Sharonville (Sept. 6).
 A Colorado teacher gave
birth on the sidewalk in
front of her school after going into labor early. A fellow teacher laid
a sleeping bag on the
sidewalk, and the principal and dean handled
the delivery until paramedics arrived. The baby
was weighed at a healthy
eight pounds, six ounces
(Sept. 9).

Photo courtesy of Facebook

A man put his Smart car in his kitchen to avert fears of it blowing away.
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Johnson faces long Brexit road ahead after loss

5

Parliament votes down snap general election before suspension begins

B Y S EBASTIAN A GUILAR
AND R YAN K AMBICH
Guest Writer and
6WDৼ:ULWHU

United Kingdom Prime
Minister Boris Johnson lost
his majority in Parliament on
Sept. 4, after several members of his Conservative Party defected from his coalition
government and were subsequently purged from the party.
The loss prompted Johnson
to call for a snap election (an
election that is called earlier than what was scheduled)
in a move to rebuild his lost
majority. The snap election
was soundly rejected by Parliament on Tuesday morning,
as the measure received only
293 of the 430 votes needed
to trigger new elections.
On Aug. 28, Johnson asked
Queen Elizabeth to suspend
Parliament for five weeks,
a move to which the queen
agreed and which went into
effect on Monday.
This scenario, known as a
“no deal” Brexit, would mean
the U.K. would exit the EU
without any agreements in
place pertaining to customs,
immigration or trade, all of
which currently enjoy freedom of movement inside the
European Union (EU).
The suspension leaves lawmakers who are opposed to a
“no deal” separation from the
EU scrambling as they will

only have two weeks after reconvening to negotiate a deal
or ask for another extension.
The EU has said that it
will no longer grant extensions for the U.K. government
to move forward with plans
to leave the economic union,
citing “political chaos” in the
country.
In 2016, the U.K. held a referendum on whether or not to
remain a part of the European
Union. 52% of voters voted to
“leave” and 48% voted to “remain,” in a process that has
become known colloquially as
“Brexit.”
Three years after the referendum, the U.K. has not yet
left the EU, despite the numerous deadlines set by the
Union and extensions negotiated by Johnson who was appointed in July.
Johnson has stated that
the U.K. will leave the EU on
the current Oct. 31 deadline
regardless of whether Parliament agrees on a series of
laws that would legally define
the U.K.’s relationship with
the EU.
On Sept. 4, Parliament
passed a law that would effectively bar Johnson from going forward to leave the EU
in a “no deal” scenario. The
law, which went into effect on
Monday, mandates that the
U.K. ask the EU for another extension past the Oct. 31
deadline, despite the EU hav-

Million dollar
thieves caught

B Y C HARLIE G STALDER
Guest Writer

On Sept. 4, Karen Smith
was the latest suspect to be arrested in connection to an alleged check fraud ring scheme
that defrauded Fifth Third
Bank of $1 million.
Reports of the theft began in June 2019, when five
indictments were released for
suspects accused of running
a check fraud ring throughout the greater Cincinnati
area. The scheme allegedly involved depositing bad
checks and withdrawing the
funds before the checks were
cleared.
The suspects were able to
steal a reported $1 million
from Fifth Third Bank.
The thieves also allegedly
targeted casinos, including
JACK Casino, Belterra Park
and Hollywood Casino. Police
said that tips and work by the
Ohio Casino Control Commission’s gaming agents revealed
the illicit activities.
Vernon Johnson, one of
the suspects, was arrested in
late June. A second suspect,
DeMarlo Harris, was also arrested on Aug. 29. Police are
still looking for three other
suspects.

First year business major
and Cincinnati resident Michael Armitage expressed
frustration with the situation.
“It would be pretty nice if
they could catch them, I’m
still wondering how they got
away with it. It’s going to
happen at some point, it’s inevitable.”
This is not the first time
that Fifth Third’s ATMs have
been targeted by thieves. In
August 2018, the Cincinnati Enquirer reported that
$106,000 was stolen from
Fifth Third’s cardless ATMs
in a scheme involving texts
containing links mimicking
Fifth Third’s website.
“I think its really interesting that much money could
disappear with the advanced
amount of security we have
now,” junior DIFT major
Andy Bridge said.
“I mean even look at our
residents halls now. We have
such advanced security systems, and in light of the recent mass shootings, security
has been rising in importance.
It’s very surprising to me.”
All suspects are facing
charges including theft, telecommunications fraud, forgery and money laundering.

Photo courtesy of Flickr

U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson lost his majority in Parliament after members of the Conservative Party
left his coalition government. Johnson’s call for an snap election was rejected by members of Parliament.

ing already said they will no
longer extend the deadline.
A “no deal” scenario has
economists worried and markets anxiously watching the
negotiations in Parliament.
Many financial institutions
have already left London and
moved to Germany to protect
assets that would become frozen should a “no deal” situation occur.
Such a scenario may have
important ramifications for
the border between Northern
Ireland, a part of the U.K.,
and the Republic of Ireland,
an independent republic that
shares an open border with

the U.K. Prior to this arrangement, the hard border
between Northern Ireland
and the Irish Republic was a
site of severe political and social tension, and checkpoints
along the border were often
the target of violence.
A “no deal” Brexit would
restore the hard border on the
island, a possibility that raises
concerns about the return of
violence.
“Leaving the EU would
affect my family back in England. It would make everything more expensive, and it
would make it more difficult to
travel to the rest of Europe,”

sophomore Eve Polywka said,
who is from the U.K. “When
I visited over the summer, too
many people either didn’t care
or didn’t vote because they
lost faith in the structural integrity of the system.”
High-ranking members of
Johnson’s Conservative Party
in Parliament have resigned
because they disagree with
Johnson’s decision to ask for
the suspension and call for
snap elections.
The Speaker of the House
of Commons, John Bercow,
has also stated that he will
step down before the Oct. 31
deadline.

Dorian leaves its mark

B Y J AKE G EIGER
Guest Writer

that hundreds were believed
to be stuck on Ocracoke Island. The North Carolina
National Guard has flown
six missions to get people
off the island, including a
mission that flew a 79-yearold man suffering a medical
emergency.
Recovery efforts in the
Bahamas have been made difficult because of the damage

left behind.
“Anywhere we could put a
warehouse has been destroyed
by floodwaters and may not be
safe for storing supplies. Communications are down, electricity is down,” Christy Delafield of Mercy Corps said.
The American Red Cross
has setup a donation website
online to help with the Dorian
recovery efforts.

380,000 people lost power
in Nova Scotia on Sept. 7 as
Hurricane Dorian made its
Canadian landfall after coming up the East Coast.
Dorian first struck land on
Aug. 28, as it hit the Virgin
Islands. It then intensified
into a Category 4 hurricane
and hit the Bahamas. Dorian
lingered in the northern Bahamas for two days as a Category 5 hurricane, the deadliest on the scale. Winds were
recorded at speeds up to 185
mph, which tied a record set
by a 1935 Labor Day Hurricane.
Bahaman officials have
said that 50 people perished
in the Bahamas but the Bahamas Press has claimed that
that number may climb up to
3,000.
After battering the Bahamas for two days, Dorian
moved on to the coasts of
North and South Carolina
on Sept. 5-6. The only mainland U.S. landfall occurred at
Cape Hatteras, N.C., on Sept.
6. After hitting the Carolinas, Dorian then moved up to
Canada.
Thousands of people were
left homeless as buildings,
homes and other structures
Photo courtesy of NASA
were destroyed. North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper said Hurricane Dorian reached Category 5 status and had winds up to 185 mph.
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The Amazon crisis: A response

To almost anyone of college age, the climate crisis
might not be at the forefront
of our minds. But we do, at
some level, realize its importance and the impact it will
have directly on our lives in
the decades to come. It seems
like such a far off issue, occurring elsewhere in places that
we’ve only heard about. As a
result, it’s easy to brush off
some of the current manifestations of the ongoing crises
as isolated events – occurring

Jaret Hughes is a senior
political science and economics double major. He
is a guest writer for the
Newswire from Canton,
Ohio.

separately on separate continents with no real link between them.
But such language is dangerous and belies the truth
hiding right underneath the
surface. Repeating such language can cause real harm,
too, especially when it takes
the form of “everything is
fine.” I am reminded of Leslie Nielson in The Naked Gun,
standing in front of a burning
building comically bursting
with fireworks and explosions, saying “Nothing to see
here!”
The planet is dying. That
this bears repeating is shocking enough, given the overwhelming evidence in support of it. The polar ice caps
shrink year after year. The
Holocene mass extinction
event, the fastest mass extinction event in recent geological
history, is ongoing since the
Industrial Revolution. Natural disasters at massive scales,
year after year, combining

with rising sea levels, sweep
whole cities under the cover
of floodwaters. The constant,
slow, methodical upward tick
of the global average temperature toward the dreaded
two degrees Celsius mark.
And, most recently, the ongoing destruction of the world’s
rainforest at the hands of a
far-right president.
I’m referring to Jair Bolsonaro, the current far-right
leader of Brazil and former
legislator who said “(former
American-backed
Chilean
dictator) Pinochet should
have killed more people” and
dedicated his vote in favor of
impeaching former President
Dilma Rousseff to Carlos
Alberto Brilhante Ustra, the
former head of a torture unit
under the Brazilian dictatorship. These comments, words
alone, are much less troubling
than the actions he’s taken
as president: stripping indigenous lands of their protections, eliminating Brazil’s

ministries for dealing with
climate change and giving
corporations free reign over
the Amazon to do as they see
fit. It is clear that Bolsonaro
is dangerous not only to the
people in Brazil but also to us
in the U.S.
Similar to literature on
climate change, the evidence
that the Amazon is burning
is vast. Since Bolsonaro took
office, the destruction of the
Amazon has increased by
88%. As of right now, three
football fields of the world’s
largest rainforest are burnt to
ash every minute. You’ve been
reading this for, what, a minute and a half ? That’s almost
five full football fields gone
since you began reading.
But Bolsonaro, aided (unwittingly at best) by voices
within our own Xavier community, has denied this is
occurring, claiming that the
clear facts are “sensationalist,”
and “hysterical and misleading.”

Comments appearing in the
Newswire have gone so far to
say that it is “no crisis whatsoever, but, in fact, perfectly
normal.” Such comments either show shameful ignorance
of the situation in Brazil at
best, or are a covert justification of the ongoing ecological catastrophe and wholesale
murder of indigenous peoples
at worst. Either way, such
comments legitimize and provide cover for the Bolsonaro
regime to continue its sale of
the world’s wonders to those
who would destroy them.
We should vehemently
oppose and reject those who
tell us that the status quo is
normal when all around us
we see evidence of our world
slipping further into chaos.
We must stand against those
who would tell us that everything is normal and OK, and
we must stand with each other to protect our planet. If we
don’t, what will we tell ourselves and our children?

A bit of colored ribbon: Remembering 9/11
As I prepared to write this
article, two things struck me:
A majority of the intended audience of this piece were still
in diapers on September 11,
2001, and what I was doing on
that date was truly unremarkable. For the record, I was in
my high school German language class. Today, there will
be hundreds if not thousands
of articles, tributes and remembrances written about
September 11 by news outlets
around the world, written by
journalists much more talented than I and about individuals with much more compelling stories than mine. With
that being the case, I want to
take a slightly different approach and discuss a national
phenomenon that has taken
place over the last 18 years.
This phenomenon is something we have seen repeatedly
over the last two and a half
centuries: It is the sons and
daughters of the nation volunteering to defend our country, our values and our rights.
Throughout our history, the
government has conscripted

the citizenry to take up arms
against the enemy and those
individuals’ commitment is
no less honorable than that
of the volunteer. However,
it takes a devoted person to
volunteer for military service
during a time of war. Interestingly, there are nearly two
generations of soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines who
have been doing just that.
Between August 2, 1990 November 30, 1995 (Persian
Gulf War) and September 11,
2001 - present day (Global
War on Terrorism, GWOT
for short), men and women
who entered the Armed Forces have done so as volunteers
and, most importantly, have
done so during a time of war.
For their selfless service and
dedication to duty, they were
all given the same thing: “a
bit of colored ribbon.” That
bit of colored ribbon is called
the National Defense Service
Medal (NDSM). The NDSM
is awarded for honorable active service during a time of
war or conflict since the beginning of the Korean War in

1950. To be sure, the NDSM
is not as prestigious an award
as the Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross or
Purple Heart. The NDSM has
no doubt been awarded millions of times over the past
seven decades. The significance, however, is that in the
post-9/11 military, earning
that award takes a conscious
effort, a decision — no, a commitment — to pause your life
in order to serve your country.
Napoleon Bonaparte once
said, “A soldier will fight long
and hard for a bit of colored
ribbon.” Some have interpreted this quote to mean that
soldiers are easily manipulated and will do anything for
an award they can wear on
their chest. The way I see it,
soldiers, and all servicemembers for that matter, are not
motivated by money, power or
influence, but by recognition
from their country of a job
well done. They have an intrinsic, indescribable force that
allows them to look at one another and say, ‘Yeah, I get why
you served,’ without ever say-

ing a word. The NDSM is the
worldly item a servicemember
possesses that shows their
commitment to their country.
It signifies missed birthdays,
anniversaries and holiday dinners. It signifies long days and
sleepless nights. It signifies
traumatic experiences, unfortunate events and difficult
conversations. Moreover, in a
post-9/11 world, all of those
things were done by choice –
for love of country.
So I leave you with this:
The next time you hear someone ask the government to forgive their student loan debt,
subsidize their health care or
guarantee them a job just for
being born in this country, ask
them if they would go to war
for that same government for
“a bit of colored ribbon.”
I would be remiss if I did
not mention the two Xavier
alumni who paid the ultimate
sacrifice in defense of our
nation during the GWOT.
Capt. Matthew C. Mattingly,
‘98, was killed in action on
September 13, 2006, in Mosul, Iraq. 1st Lt. Michael L.

Runyan, ‘08, was killed in action on July 21, 2010 in Balad,
Iraq. When you have the opportunity, visit the Our Lady
of Victory and Peace Shrine,
which is located on the hillside behind the parking attendant station on University
Drive. Spend a few minutes in
silent remembrance reflecting
on the meaning of this historic day.

THE STAFF

Features Editor
$LGDQ&DOODKDQ

0DJJLH6FKURHGHUDQG
(OOHQ6LHINH

Editor-in-Chief
Kevin Thomas

Opinions & Editorials
Editor
6\GQH\6DQGHUV

Staff Writers
-RH&ODUN-RVHSK&RWWRQ
DQG0R-XHQJHU

Sports Editor
/XNH)HOLFLDQR

Photography Editor
-HII5LFKDUGVRQ

Online Editor
%ULGJHW:DOVK

Distribution Manager
-DFN'XQQ

Mission Statement
The Xavier Newswire is
FRPPLWWHGWRUHSRUWLQJWKH
QHZV DV ZHOO DV H[SODLQ
LWV VLJQLÀFDQFH WR UHDGHUV ,Q DGGLWLRQ WKURXJK
SXEOLVKLQJ RSSRVLQJ YLHZSRLQWV DQG RSLQLRQV WKH
Newswire KRSH WR IRVWHU
D GLDORJXH RQ FDPSXV
DPRQJ VWXGHQWV IDFXOW\
DQGVWDII

For Your Information
The Xavier Newswire is
SXEOLVKHG ZHHNO\ WKURXJKRXW WKH VFKRRO \HDU H[FHSW GXULQJ YDFDWLRQV DQG
ÀQDO H[DPV E\ WKH VWXGHQWV RI ;DYLHU 8QLYHUVLW\
 9LFWRU\ 3DUNZD\
&LQFLQQDWL2+2QH
FRS\LVIUHHSHUSHUVRQSHU
ZHHN

Copy Editors
$OH[$FNHUPDQ7HVV%UHZHU+DQQDK&DULDWL5\DQ
.DPELFK'HODQH\0DOORU\
+DQQDK0LOOHU0DWWKHZ
1JX\HQ5REHUW5\DQ

Business & Advertising
Manager
-HVVLFD%ORFNHU

Managing Editor
Heather Gast
Head Copy Editor
Hannah Schulz
Arts & Entertainment
Editor
6RÀD2UGRxH]
Campus News Editors
$OH[%XG]\QVNLDQG-DFN
Dunn

Adviser
-RKQ6WRZHOO

Advertising
$OO LQTXLULHV VKRXOG EH GLUHFWHG WR WKH %XVLQHVV
 $GYHUWLVLQJ 0DQDJHU
-HVVLFD
%ORFNHU
DW
513-745-3561.

Mason Rick is a 2009 graduate of Xavier University and
commissionee of the Army
ROTC program. He served on
active duty for four years and
did one combat tour to Afghanistan with the 25th Infantry Division. He has worked at Xavier
since 2013 and is currently the
Assistant Bursar. He is graduating with his MBA from Xavier
in December 2019.

*The Newswire KDV PDGH
WKH GHFLVLRQ WR VWUD\ IURP
WKH $3 6W\OH *XLGH ZKHQ
SULQWLQJ WKH ZRUGV :KLWH
DQG %ODFN LQ UHIHUHQFH WR
JURXSVRISHRSOH:HKDYH
GHFLGHGWRFDSLWDOL]HERWK

@xaviernewswire

Opinions & Editorials

September 11, 2019

Lisbon: Reflecting on this summer
The best experiences of
my life have been in a gloriously new place, far beyond
what my mind could ever have
imagined. I dream of finding,
cultivating, capturing the moments of the soulfully-gorgeous new, the spontaneous,
the unexpected, the blissfully
sublime, like those moments
when I am alone and surrounded by unfamiliarity. To
discover the places on Earth
that are like a cathedral to
your soul: that is the joy, the
vibrancy of life, is it not? Being abroad fulfills the deep inner yearning to see the wide
expanse of the world we inhabit.
This summer, I spent a
month in Lisbon, Portugal,
floating from coffeeshop to
coffeeshop, winnowing like a
blade of grass beneath avenues of birch trees, enjoying
my time with the new friends
from class I had met, riding
the old streetcar that clanged
up and down the cobblestoned

hills, waiting for the metro in it’s far too easy to fall somnoa daze of beauty, of utter sim- lent in the day-to-day. Living,
being abroad is a renaissance
plicity.
You never capture the pre- to your soul. It gives you the
ciousness of your life until taste of galão on your tongue
you live abroad, for however or the subtlety of powdered
long, in an environment that sugar and cinnamon on a
you must become acquainted custard tart, the Portuguese
pastel de
with. You
realize that Living in Lisbon was a nata, at a
the warm dream that will forever m o m e n t
of breaksunlight
intoxicate my soul.
fast, or
flowers
just after
upon your
face slightly differently in a class. It gives you the splennew place, that the streets and dor of the anonymous trees
buildings, colored tan, white, with pale purple flowers, how
coral-pink, burnt orange, fad- they wave in the sunlight. It
ed red, quiver with a special gives you trips to the beach,
vibrancy of life that seems to by train, in the cold aquamarine water, by the golden rock.
only glimmer at home.
Here at home, it’s easy to It gives you learning, curiosibecome ensnared in routine ty, imagination, confidence. It
— in the quotidian, the sopo- offers to you, to your soul, a
rific state of life. Yet out there, realm of possibility, that once
life is brilliant, gleaming, with may have seemed unimagthe look of sunlight on spilled inable, or too far out of reach.
Living in Lisbon was a
water. It dances before you,
begging to be captured, to dream that will forever intoxcaptivate you. Here at home, icate my soul. I will never for-

get those afternoons I spent
writing at my beloved coffeeshops, including the famed
Café Brasileira, exploring the
Feira de Ladra flea market,
going to the artsy LX factory
for lunch, discovering one of
the myriad bookstores in Lisbon, traveling south to Lagos
for a weekend trip with my
friends or to Évora or Óbidos
for a day trip. Nor will I forget
going to Síntra for a weekend,
eating a delicious plate of arroz con mariscos, or going to
a summer festival for drink
and dancing. And I could never forget the look of those
hilly streets, echoing with the
clangor of tramwheels, sloping down towards the Tagus
river. How they looked in
the summer, with the dazzle,
the play of light. How those
moments are imprinted onto
the fabric of my memory, so
that, on the tapestry of living,
I have embroidered there, a
summertime of joy.
Above all in your life, seek
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the enchantment of your soul.
Reveal the moments when
beauty unfurls itself to you,
and you are astonished. Seek
the metanoia of your life, the
change of mind and soul and
way of life, for it is when you
are torn from comfort — immersed in waves of resplendence, novelty, vivacity, in the
unfamiliar — that life ripples
with joy. The beauty of life
pervades our every moment:
We must only discover it.

Sofia Ordoñez is the
Arts & Entertainment
Editor for the Newswire. She is a senior
English major from
Cincinnati.

It’s time to stop wasting our waste
Climate change is a big
deal, or at least it should be.
We, as in the entire global
human population, are living on a ticking time bomb
called planet Earth. Humans,
throughout our relatively
short history, have done an
extraordinarily good job at
one specific thing — destroying our planet. We act completely carefree about how we
manage our greenhouse gas
emissions. We’ve made sure
to take our sweet time to talk
about how we should fix our

Will Pembroke is a
first-year Philosophy, Politics and the Public major.
He is a guest writer for the
Newswire from Glen Ellyn, Ill.

glaring inefficiencies, too.
So let’s talk about where
poop enters the conversation.
Across the world, we see human waste mismanaged. According to the World Health
Organization, roughly 2.3 billion people worldwide don’t
have the necessary sanitation
facilities needed to maintain
sanitary conditions and nearly 832 million people practice open defecation. On top
of that, only 39 percent of
the global population uses a
non-shared toilet or latrine,
the necessary way to properly dispose sewage. These
staggering statistics should
feel reminiscent of conditions
from centuries ago. But instead, they are the sad truth
of the modern era.
On top of the sheer disgust of living surrounded by
untreated sewage, it may also
pain you to know that we are
putting this waste, well, to
waste. If feces are left to fester, the process of bacterial
digestion produces a methane
filled biogas which is available
to be harvested for energy.

An alternative method to
this would be to dehydrate
human remains, leaving a
powdery fuel with an energy
output comparable to that of
coal. You may say that such a
method is outlandish, but it is
being utilized around the developed world to produce energy today.
In 2017, a United Kingdom-based waste management plant by the name of
Mogden Sewage Works accomplished an essential goal
toward waste management.
They achieved 50% of their
electricity powered by waste.
In turn, it helped to reduce the
plant’s carbon footprint. This
new form of energy can help
reduce the carbon emissions
we pump into the atmosphere
regularly. It also can contribute to eliminating fundamental sanitation mismanagement
which would otherwise go unattended.
You may say that we as
Americans don’t have to worry about waste management
— we are far too developed
as a country to worry about

such juvenile issues as not being able to clean up our excrement. Unfortunately, we aren’t
immune. It’s time to put away
our patriotic ego, because we
do indeed have a waste crisis
on our hands.
In 2018, West Jefferson,
Alabama, discovered a “poop
train” sitting in a railyard not
far from the houses of many
inhabitants in the small-town
parish. The smell of the feces
carried through the air conditioning units of this small
community, leaving their
houses smelling like nothing
short of death, as some reported during this time.
To make matters worse,
the “poop train” was not even
from the surrounding area; it
was from New York City. Lenient local laws about the disposal of sewage in the area resulted in waste from far away
cities dumping their train car
in Alabama.
Instead of throwing our
nation’s waste into train cars
and telling someone else to
take care of the problem, we
should look toward waste

management plants to utilize
and eliminate our waste. We
can use the renewable energy
that waste provides to power
our electric grid and the people of West Jefferson will not
have to worry about a train
car full of poop showing up at
their front door.
The global community
needs to find more efficient
ways to produce energy. We
can drive around in electric
cars, recycle more, eat less
meat and do many more of the
little things we do now. Sadly,
in order to reduce our carbon
footprint on a larger scale,
that’s not enough. We need to
focus on including funding to
construct waste management
plants in our environmental
budgets. These facilities can
turn our sanitation problems
into cleaner, more renewable
energy across the world and
would be a landmark move
in the fight against climate
change. As human beings who
care about the survival of our
climate, let us stop wasting
our waste, and turn our poop
into power.
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Volleyball hosts Xavier University Tournament

Musketeers take care of William & Mary 3-1, stand at 3-3 in the early season
B Y J OE C LARK
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Xavier women’s volleyball
hosted the Xavier University
Tournament at Cintas Center
last weekend and picked up a
3-1 win over William & Mary
despite falling to Akron and
Wright State.
Xavier played neck-andneck with Akron in a match
that lasted all five sets.
With the score at 23-all in
the first set, the Musketeers
picked up two points in a row
to win 25-23.
The second set was a battle
much like the first, but with
the score knotted at 15, Xavier pulled away and won 25-15
to go ahead 2-0 in the match.
Akron battled back in the
third set, winning 25-18.
In the fourth set with
Xavier leading 12-10, sophomore outside hitter Norah
Painter came through with
three straight kills to put the
Musketeers up 15-10.
Akron came back though,
going on an 8-2 run of its
own to take an 18-17 lead. A
4-0 Xavier run ensued, giving
it a 21-18 lead. The Zips immediately responded with a
5-1 run to take a 23-22 lead

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Sophomore outside hitter Norah Painter’s offensive presence was key last weekend for the Musketeers at
the Xavier University Tournament. The Musketeers defeated William & Mary at Cintas Center on Saturday.

and eventually won the set
27-25.
In the fifth and final set,
Akron jumped out to a 6-3
lead, but a 3-0 Xavier run tied
it up at six apiece.
Akron battled back, going
on a 4-1 run to put it up 107, but Xavier came back to

tie the score at 13 before Akron finished out the next two
points to take the set 15-13
and win the match.
In the first set against
William & Mary on Saturday morning, Xavier went up
11-4 and never looked back,
finishing with the 25-10 vic-

Women’s golf wins Redbird Invitational:
Fitzpatrick, Shukow finish in the top 10

tory.
Painter had five of her 12
kills in the first set while junior right side hitter Moriah
Hopkins chipped in four kills
of her own.
The Tribe responded in
the second set with a 25-21
win.

With the score tied at 1414 in the fourth set, Xavier
went on a 7-1 run to give it a
21-15 advantage, but William
& Mary came back and tied
the match at 24-24. Xavier
picked up the final two points
of the set, however, and won
26-24.
The Musketeers trailed
7-5 in the fourth set, but a 9-0
run catapulted them to a 14-7
lead.
Xavier took 11 of the next
14 points for a 25-11 win. The
win was Xavier’s third of the
young season.
In Xavier’s final matchup
of the weekend, the Musketeers faced a Wright State
team that hadn’t dropped a
set all tournament.
That trend continued as
the Raiders beat the Musketeers 25-21, 25-16, 25-13 en
route to winning the tournament championship.
Hopkins was named to the
all-tournament team, as she
racked up 28 kills and nine
blocks in the Musketeers’
three games.
Xavier’s regular season
will continue on the road
next week as they take on
Lipscomb in Nashville, Tenn.,
on Friday night.

Xavier Scores
Women’s Soccer
The Musketeers got back in the win column with a pair of
road victories last weekend against Kent State and Akron.
Xavier defeated the Golden Flashes thanks to a goal from
Sydney Schembri while senior goalkeeper Toni Bizzarro
made five saves in the shutout. The Musketeers then
blanked Akron with goals from sophomore Grace Brauer
and redshirt senior Samantha Dewey. Junior Grace Bahr
was named the Big East Defensive Player of the Week.
Xavier now owns a 4-1-1 record and returns home to play
Northern Kentucky on Thursday.
Men’s Golf

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Led by graduate student Mikayla Fitzpatrick and junior Andie Shukow, Xavier women’s golf claimed the top
spot at the Redbird Invitational last weekend. Fitzpatrick shot a 218 (+2) while Shukow scored a 220 (+4).

B Y J OE C LARK
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Xavier women’s golf
trailed by a stroke heading
into the final day, but a strong
push allowed the Musketeers
to emerge victorious in the
Redbird Invitational hosted
by Illinois State University.
Through the first two
rounds of play, Xavier was
+11 over — a stroke behind
IUPUI, who led the tournament at +10.
The Musketeers, however,
shot a tournament-best 298
as a team on day three (+10)
to capture the championship
by three strokes.

Xavier was led by a strong
performance from graduate
student Mikayla Fitzpatrick,
who finished in the top five
by shooting 218 (+2) for the
tournament.
Fitzpatrick was the tournament leader in total pars
and was tied for fifth in parfour scoring, shooting +3 on
those holes.
As a team, the Musketeers
excelled on par-4 holes, leading the tournament with an
average of 4.22 on par-4s.
Xavier also led the tournament in total pars with 178.
Junior Andie Shukow also
excelled for Xavier, shooting
220 (+4).

She totaled seven birdies in
the three rounds, en route to
an eighth-place finish for the
tournament.
Junior Morgan Tinsley
was a big reason why Xavier
shot even on par-5 holes, as
she shot an average of 4.75
(-3) on par-5s.
Her total of 225 (+9) was
third on the team and good
enough to tie for 20th in the
tournament as a whole.
The Redbird Invitational
was Xavier’s first tournament
of the season. Xavier has a
week off before competing
in the Golfweek Conference
Challenge in Vail, Colo., from
Sept. 23-25.

Xavier opened its season at the Badger Invitational in
Madison, Wis. The first round of action saw the Musketeers card a 311 (+23). Junior Imaad Qureshi was the
team-leader in Round 1 as he scored a 75 (+3). Xaiver collected a team score of 611 (+35) after the second round of
play, which fared much better for the Musketeers as they
played 11 strokes better than the first round. Qureshi again
led the Musketeers with a 3-over second round.
Men’s Tennis
The Musketeers open their season this weekend at the
Dayton Invitational in Dayton, Ohio. Xavier will play
matches on both Saturday and Sunday. Last season, the
Musketeers beat Wright State and Northern Kentucky in
a four-team event while playing in Dayton. In that tournament, Xavier combined for 18 total match wins including
13 singles wins and five doubles victories.
Cross Country
Xavier will travel to Nashville, Tenn., to compete in the
Commodore Classic on Saturday. Last season, the women’s
team placed fifth at the event, and current juniors Jenna
Clayworth and Anna Kostarellis both finished in the top 10
at the race.
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Xavier conquers Cincinnati in Crosstown Derby
B Y H UNTER E LLIS
Guest Writer
Friday was the perfect
night for one of the biggest
non-conference games of
the season as Xavier took on
the University of Cincinnati
(UC) in the Crosstown Derby
at Nippert Stadium.
The Musketeers defeated
the rival Bearcats by a final of
2-1 to remain unbeaten in the
2019 season.
The Musketeers got off to
a roaring start as they went
up 1-0 after a quick goal following a set piece. Freshman
forward Karsen Henderlong
rocketed in a shot from just
inside the box on an assist
from redshirt senior defender
Ryan Bellavance. The score
marked Henderlong’s second
goal of the season.
The next goal for Xavier
came on a fantastic play by
both redshirt junior goalkeeper Matthew Rosenberg and
redshirt senior Samson Sergi.
Rosenberg played a free
kick in the defensive third, and
the ball sliced through UC’s
defense untouched. Sergi got
to the ball and chipped it over
the Bearcats’ goalkeeper.
“We did well to score a
goal early in the game, but I
thought we were pretty lethargic once we got up 2-0,”
Head Coach Andy Fleming

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Redshirt senior forward Samson Sergi scored his fourth goal of the season against Cincinnati and the
23rd of his Xavier career. One more goal will enter Sergi into the top 10 goal scorers in program history.

said.
The goal was Samson’s
fourth tally of the season,
and the 23rd of his career.
He is just one goal away from
breaking into the top 10 scorers in Xavier men’s soccer history. He was also named the
Big East Offensive Player of
the Week.
Xavier’s offside trap was effective in the first half, drawing UC offside twice in the
first half and limiting the
Bearcats’ movement into their
attacking third.
At halftime, the score was

2-0, with Xavier comfortably
in control of the game.
Coming out of the locker
room, however, the Bearcats
got back in the game, possessing the ball for 15 minutes to
begin the second half.
Cincinnati managed three
shots until it finally broke
through in the 63rd minute.
The goal was scored off a
corner kick that was headed
in at the near post. It was the
first goal Rosenberg and the
Xavier defense have allowed
all year.
Cincinnati managed 16

shots throughout the game
against Xavier’s nine but was
warded off by six saves by
Rosenberg.
The defense came up big at
the end of the game to preserve the win for Xavier.
“Our backline was good
tonight. I thought Jacob
Goodall grinded as a senior,”
Fleming said. “I thought him,
Grant Dumler and Taylor
Crull were steady, (and) Matt
Rosenberg was great commanding the team.”
Goodall was named to the
College Soccer News Nation-

al Team of the Week for his
efforts.
Indeed, all four players
played the whole 90 minutes
of the game and may have
been facing some fatigue by
the end.
The Xavier crowd showed
up to the away game, and
Fleming thanked the marketing department at Xavier as
well as the X-Treme fans for
their support of the team so
far.
“We’re lucky to get out of
there,” Fleming said. “I’m a
little dissapointed about not
gettting a third goal. (The
goal UC scored) was the first
goal we’ve allowed all year ...
When you can win and learn
lessons, that’s great.”
Following a win against
its rival, Xavier faces to what
could be the biggest challenge
for the Musketeers this season
as they travel to Lexington,
Ky., to face No. 5 Kentucky
today.
The Musketeers will have
to play without a key rotation
piece in sophomore forward
Felix Boe-Tangen, who will
be unavailable for the match
after leaving in the first half
against Cincinnati with a head
injury.
Xavier returns home to the
XU Soccer Complex to play
Memphis on Saturday at 7
p.m.

FC Cincinnati: A season of change and rebuilding
B Y H UNTER E LLIS
Guest Writer
For Cincinnati sports fans,
hopelessness is a feeling all
too familiar. After a 3-1 loss
to FC Dallas last week, FC
Cincinnati was officially eliminated from postseason contention.
FC Cincinnati sits in
the basement of the Major
League Soccer (MLS) standings with a record of 5-21-3.
This marks a drastic contrast
from the results of last season
and the mission of the club
earlier this season.
You might ask, why is there
such a drastic difference in the
Orange and Blue’s fortunes?
If you aren’t familiar with the
Photo courtesy of fccincinnati.com
story, a lot has changed since
FC
Cincinnati
rookie
forward
Rashawn
Dally
is
among
the
young
players
on
the
team’s
roster who will be given
last season.
a
chance
to
show
their
skills
during
the
late-season
stretch.
Dally
has
tallied
one
goal
in
seven starts in 2019.
Last year, the team set several attendance records for for the team as it sat pretty faithful fans.
the squad, the team is trapped
soccer games in the United in second place, coming off
A whole host of changes in yet another low point in the
Soccer League (USL), the consecutive wins. From there, accompanied the departure season amid a 3-10-1 record
equivalent to a minor league the season progressively got of Koch, including another at home with no mathematical
team to the MLS.
worse.
managerial change when Ron chance at making the playoffs.
Coming into this season,
Still, at times throughout
After going without a win Jans was brought in to replace
FC Cincinnati received a pro- in seven straight games, FC interim head coach Yoann the season, there was still a
motion to the MLS, the top Cincinnati fired its coach, Damet, who is now an assis- glimmer of hope lingering.
league in the country.
Now eliminated from the
Alan Koch.
tant coach.
After reconstructing its
It was during this stretch
Gerard Nijkamp, who was playoff contention and with
roster during the offseason, that FC Cincinnati didn’t hired as the team’s general no rivalry game against the
the team came out with a clear score a goal for 528 straight manager back in May, acquired Columbus Crew to look forgoal: Contend for the playoffs minutes — nearly six whole Andrew Gutman and Der- ward to, what is left this seain year one, and fight for Cin- games without scoring once.
rick Etienne, Jr., from loans son? There are a few things.
cinnati, which is “often writFirst, after the failure that
That was the sixth-lon- and signed both Maikel van
ten off as fly-over country” gest goalless streak in MLS der Werff and Joseph-Claude was this season, the team will
according to Jeff Berding, the history. But this soccer team Gyau.
be looking to make some mateam president.
wasn’t just bad, it was historiDespite restructuring the jor roster changes.
Four weeks into the season, cally bad, and things were go- management of the team and
Upon his arrival, Jans
things were going fairly well ing to get much worse for the acquiring four new players for implemented a more offen-

sive-minded system than what
the team is accustomed to —
and one that doesn’t necessarily fit the mold of the current
roster.
Therefore, it is likely that
there will be a lot of changes
to the roster.
If players want to prove
they belong here, they’re going to be playing as well as
they can in these last few
weeks to secure their spot on
next year’s squad.
Furthermore, Jans has said
that he will be giving opportunities for game time to
some younger players, such
as rookies Tommy McCabe
and Rashawn Dally, who
both started in the team’s last
match against Toronto FC.
Speaking of young players,
18-year-old Frankie Amaya,
the number one draft pick in
the MLS Superdraft this year,
is a must-see talent.
On top of these young
players getting an opportunity to shine in the upcoming
matches, there are a few of
FC Cincinnati’s better players who are finally returning
to the team from long injury
breaks, including defender
Greg Garza, who last played
in May before finally appearing for the Orange and Blue
on Saturday at Dallas.
Also returning from injury
are midfielders Fatai Alashe
and Leonardo Bertone.
There will be plenty of
moments for many players to
shine in these last few games.
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Ariana Grande sues Forever 21

B Y K ATE F ERRELL
Guest Writer
Pop icon Ariana Grande
is suing the clothing retailer
Forever 21 for the non-consensual use of her image and
lyrics from her hit single “7
rings” as a part of their promotional material.
On Sept. 2, Grande filed
a lawsuit against Forever 21
claiming that they illegally
used copyrighted materials
from her “7 rings” music video. In a series of Instagram
posts, Forever 21 used models who looked extremely
similar to Grande, with similar wardrobe choices and
her iconic slicked-back ponytail. One post’s caption read
“Gee thanks, just bought it,”
which copies a line from the
“7 rings” chorus.
Grande’s single, “7 rings,”
was released in January and
was instantly a wild success,
holding the number one position on the Billboard Top 100
charts for eight consecutive
weeks. The song focuses on
the luxuries the singer and
her friends can enjoy because

of their success, and the corresponding music video uses
an elaborate set, props and
costumes to complement the
message of the song.
Back in February, after the
release of Grande’s full album, thank you, next, on which
the single “7 rings” was featured, the posts in question
started to appear on Forever
21’s Instagram page. Grande
quickly noticed the posts
and immediately reached out
to her lawyers. The lawsuit
claims that even though Forever 21 was contacted about
the posts and agreed to take
them down, the posts were
not removed from their page
for another two months, in
late April.
As the lawsuit states, “The
resemblance is uncanny and
Forever 21’s intent was clear:
to suggest to the viewing
public that Ms. Grande endorsed Forever 21, its products and was affiliated with
Forever 21.” According to
the lawsuit, representatives
at Forever 21 reached out to
the singer after the release of

her wildly popular single, “7
rings.” They proposed an endorsement deal that would be
centered around social media
platforms, including Grande’s
most frequently used platform, Instagram.
Even though the deal was
considered by Grande and
her team, they ultimately declined Forever 21’s offer as
they were displeased with the
amount offered to the singer
as compensation for the deal.
Grande’s lawsuit accuses
Forever 21 of violating her
right of publicity, which involves the singer’s control
of the commercial use of
her name and identity. It also
alleges false endorsement,
trademark infringement and
copyright infringement. In
total, the lawsuit is asking for
$10 million in damages.
Additionally, rumors have
surfaced that Forever 21 is on
the brink of filing for bankruptcy. Going forward, if
Grande and her team win the
lawsuit, it could be a significant blow to the company’s
image and sales.

Photo courtesy of Marieclaire.co.uk

Ariana Grande is suing the clothing retailer Forever 21 for $10 million
after they allegedly used copyrighted materials without her permission.

Kanye’s Yandhi album leaked to mixed reviews
B Y S EBASTIAN A GUILAR
Guest Writer
When Yandhi was first announced back in September of
last year, Kanye’s fanbase was
ripe with anticipation for the
sequel to his 2013 album Yeezus. Yandhi would be West’s
ninth studio album following
last summer’s Ye and Kids See
Ghosts. As the weeks turned
into months and months
turned into a year, fans were
wondering where was Yandhi?
That was until August
of this year when someone
leaked a bunch of Kanye
tracks and claimed that they
were from his highly anticipated album Yandhi.
The collection of nine
songs was definitely filled
with works in progress. Only
about three songs sounded like a finished product.
Many of the songs featured
verses that were mostly just
mumbled fillers put in place
to capture the flow that he
would rap with. However, the
production on the album is
top-notch, with instrumentals
that don’t sound like they are
cashing in on a trend but instead seem destined to create
one. The atmospheric and, in
some places, gospel-inspired
beats are definitely a change
of pace for Kanye but still
incorporate the loud stadium
shaking production from past
albums like Graduation.
The first track, “New Body,”
featuring Ty Dolla $ign and
Nicki Minaj, is a strong start
to the album because it is the
most complete song on the
project. The RonnyJ produc-

Photo courtesy of Pinterest.com

Kanye’s leaked album Yandhi features both good and bad musical characteristics. Some of the features,
LQFOXGLQJDXQLTXHEDVVOLQHDQGJRVSHOLQVSLUHGEHDWVVWDQGRXWDPRQJWKHPXPEOHGYHUVHVDQGÀOOHUVRQJV

tion incorporates killer flutes
and a punchy bassline that immediately sounds unique. Ty
Dolla $ign sings a contagious
hook that has been stuck in
my head since hearing it for
the first time. Kanye’s verse
sounds like a series of quick
jabs until he switches flows
to a cascade of rhymes that
descend delightfully upon the
ear.
Nicki Minaj’s verse is ripe
with confidence and energy
that was only shown briefly on her past project Queen.
While that album felt like she
was trying to gain back relevancy, this verse sounded like
she never left the spotlight to

begin with. Ty’s verse in comparison feels very laid back
and chill. His singsong flow
and the way he raises his voice
at the end of each bar is positively divine.
On “Alien,” the thick bass
and the return of the flutes
from “New Body” combine to
create an ominous yet spacey track. This track features
some of the most outlandish statements Kanye’s made.
Lyrics such as, “I don’t believe
in time, I just believe in signs,”
are hilariously in tune with
Kanye’s character.
Toward the second half
of the track, the tempo slows
down and the beat becomes

more sparse. The track ends
with the punchy bass over
ominous synths and an empty trap drum. It creates an
almost hostile yet barren
feeling that works in tandem
with the ominous production.
The song itself paints the picture of an alien invasion that
leaves nothing behind.
The last three tracks on
the album are all very gospel
based. “We’ll Find a Way” featuring Ant Clemons doesn’t
contain any verses from
Kanye yet still shines as a beacon of positivity with more
gospel vocals. The opening
piano gave me chills down my
spine when I first heard it.

This happy go lucky track is
just fun to listen to and is my
favorite on the album. The
ramp up from the slow piano
to groovy bongos definitely is a tone switch I am a fan
of. Once the song reaches its
peak, it is pure good vibes for
a solid 15 seconds. The song
then slowly descends from
the Carribean-flavored bongos back to the moody piano.
The vocals then switch to just
the choir clapping and vibing
to the piano. This song would
have been the perfect outro to
the album if it were actually
the final song.
Yandhi takes many dips into
why-is-this-even-a-song territory. “Slave Name,” “Law of
Attraction,” “Bye Bye Baby”
all shouldn’t be on the album.
“Slave Name” is the final track
of the album and consists of
guitar riffs over a trap beat
for 30 seconds, ruining what
“We’ll Find A Way” did in
terms of ending the album.
The other two songs don’t
add anything to the album and
instead detract from the gospel-inspired and atmospheric
themes of the album. However, it’s the standout tracks,
“New Body,” “Alien,” “80 Degrees” and “We’ll Find a Way”
that add something special
and make Yandhi worth a listen. These redeeming tracks
are brilliant and unique, and
are prime examples of what
stellar music Kanye can make.

Total score:
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Opinion: Wondery dissatisfies fans
B Y M O J UENGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Podcast production studio
Wondery released season two
of their series Over My Dead
Body on Aug. 24. While enjoyable, the true crime podcast
Over My Dead Body’s second
season, “Joe Exotic,” failed to
meet the high standard set
by the first season’s runaway
success. Though this season
continues their tradition of
detailed investigative reporting, its content is so overly
extravagant that one feels
they’re listening to the true
crime equivalent of reality
television.
Let me clarify, that’s not
inherently a bad thing. True
crime fans, like myself, have
swayed from more intense,
Capote-esque styles to darker
comedic takes in recent years.
Hit podcasts like My Favorite
Murder and Last Podcast on the
Left have begun redefining the
genre, but many production
studios focused on journalistic narratives. Wondery’s Dr.
Death, Dirty John and countless others have retained the
serious investigative elements
that draw many to the genre,
but “Joe Exotic” has completely broken that mold. Not
quite a tragedy and not quite
a comedy, the piece gives off
an aura intriguingly similar to
shows like Duck Dynasty.
This miniseries focuses on

Photo courtesy of Deadline.com

While true crime podcast production studio Wondery’s latest season of Over My Dead Body, had a few intriguing
elements, the newest installment of the miniseries failed to live up to the high expectations held by fans.

Joe Schreibvogel, an aging
gay and polyamorous man
who operates a combination
private zoo and magic studio.
In contrast, the “Talla” season of Over My Dead Body
focused on a married couple
from Tallahassee. Compared
to the simplicity of last season’s content, the producers

are clearly attempting to give
this season a far wilder image.
The transition from serious crime reporting to, well,
not-so-serious crime reporting was shocking. I can’t lie;
the change has been fun. But
this new direction is disappointing on a larger scale.
Wondery was one of the last

holdouts of investigative
reporting, and “Joe Exotic”
proves that they are now willing to emphasize outrageousness over journalistic integrity.
Wondery isn’t the first
studio to take the easy route,
and they surely won’t be the
last. You can’t blame them for

Paid advertisement

following in the footsteps of
so many other newly comedic
true crime podcasts. But it’s
saddening to watch that original style of investigative reporting fade away.
I can’t say I didn’t enjoy
this latest release. It was a
relaxing podcast you can sit
back and laugh about. There’s
a lot of work that goes into
the funny criminal narrative,
but it doesn’t always scratch
the itch that previous Wondery shows do. It’s not about
love, mystery or murder. It’s
about zoological magicians.
The change was a disappointment. It’s not the same
show I’ve grown to love from
them and it feels like they’re
socially caving into the pressures of the new norm. A little change can be good, but
Wondery has definitely gone
in the wrong direction with
“Joe Exotic.”
Wondery has proved that
they can contend with modern comedic true crime podcasts, but hopefully they can
return to their roots with
their next release. The hometown style of their previous
series was what drew many
of us in. If they can return
to their origin point, listeners
will be satisfied.

Total score:
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Welcome to Posadism Week!

Here on the Newswire back page, we look to be a platform for students of all political persuasions. While the Opinions and Editorial pages chooses to only include
“sensible” viewpoints, we’re not afraid to allow our page to be a haven for more unconventional viewpoints, such as posadism: a Soviet political philosophy that hopes to destroy
capitalism. This topic spurred much debate in the Newswire office, so we’ve decided to take this week’s page to explore what it truly means to be a posadist.

Why I’m a Posadist (And You
Should Be Too!)

B Y W ILL R IPPEY
Guest Writer

Fellow left-of-center comrades, my message to
An Argument
you may appear extreme, but I encourage you to
hear me out. According to the United Nations, we
Against Posadism
only have 31 years before our civilization collapses
B Y M O J UENGER
because of climate change. Once the effects of climate change set in, they will be irreversible. Entire
6WDৼ:ULWHU
sections of the planet will become uninhabitable,
Posadist theory states that any
and the remaining habitable areas will overflow
alien civilization which contacts
with climate refugees. The future of human life on Earth must be socialist because they
this planet is grim.
have reached the level of technologiFor this reason, I have allied myself with the 4th cal advancement that only socialism
International Posadist, a Trotskyist International
could allow. This argument can
easily be disproven.
and the last remaining hope for humanity. Our
Why do humans so desperately
belief is that capitalism must be destroyed to allow
humanity to progress under socialism. Our species want to explore other planets?
is incredibly embryonic in the scale of the cosmos Because we wrecked our own enviand its understanding of the universe. As capitalism ronment, we are looking for other
livable planets that our species could
rots our planet away, our only option is to permainhabit when we run out of resourcnently eliminate the capitalist systems and focus
es, begin burning to a crisp or our
our efforts spaceward.
sun explodes. This is imperialism.
Our scientists only work within the confines
Nonviolent interplanetary visits
of the capitalist state. Our greatest engineers and
would be wasteful. Earth is clearly a
programmers are designing apps to get children
less advanced planet than the home
addicted to gambling. Capitalism halts any form of of whatever aliens might be contactresearch into its negative effects on humanity with ing us as we have not figured out
anti-intellectual propaganda. Therefore, capitalism how to contact them first. Therefore,
there would be no benefit of alien
is scientifically regressive.
planets contacting ours without
As leftists, we must put aside the fear of a war
forced upon us by the bourgeoisie, for no socialist goals of imperialism.
Imperializing another planet goes
country was ever born without revolution. War
directly against socialist values of
is not the end for us. In fact, war will be a second
equality and nonviolence. Nonviochance if the hegemonic systems are destroyed.
lent contact would not be pragmatic
Currently, we have the means to eliminate all
productive and again not approcapitalist countries from the face of the Earth with or
priate for a socialist civilization.
nuclear weaponry. Additionally, it is the bourTherefore, no alien that interacted
geoisie who fear nuclear war the most. After their
with Earth could possibly be socialprivate property and capital are rendered worthless ist.
following war, they will bury themselves alive in
This leads us to the conclusion
nuclear bunkers.
that Posadism is absolute nonsense.
Conversely, the working class will be affected the We probably could have figured that
least. After the bourgeoisie are deposed, the work- out with the nuclear-bombing-capiing class will be free to pursue their own interests. talism ideas, honestly.
For questions, concerns or comAs our planet burns, we must turn our focus
plaints about Posadism, ufology and
spaceward. Life can exist on other planets; they
nuclear anarchy at Xavier University,
possess the correct physical properties to harbor
contact your XU Posadist
life. The transition from inorganic to organic matter please
Representative,
first-year Will Ripmay be superior on those planets as well. While
pey, at rippeyw@xavier.edu.
their structures may be different, we must still
seriously consider the possibility of their existence. Once the petty quarrels of capitalism
are eliminated, communism will finally allow these superior lifeforms to take our species
seriously. We will then possess the allies needed for the next step of humanity: space travel.
The Communist Interplanetary will become unstoppable, and humanity will transcend its
earthly limitations and live in harmony with the cosmos.

Elizabeth,
The only nuclear war is in my heart. Ever since you left,
I can’t help but think about the first time I laid my eyes
on you.
Sitting in the park as you let your pen bleed onto the page,
you decided that letters weren’t good enough and used the
nuclear option. I miss you more than you can know.
You were the building in my heart, the people in my
soul and the playground in my mind. Now, my heart
is a decrepit nuclear wasteland, empty of love and
empty of affection. Sometimes I feel like I’m walking
through a nuke town, hiding in refrigerators when
I want to hide with you every time the clock counts
down.
No one can destroy iron, but its own rust can.
Likewise, no one can destroy a person, but a nuclear
bomb can. Please come back — I love you.
Forever alone,

Harry S. Truman

A Letter
from
President
Harry S.
Truman
to his
wife
B Y A NONYMOUS
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Aries: Calm down, man. Rome wasn’t
built in a day. Give your Timmy Turner/Jimmy Neutron erotic fanfiction the
time it deserves.
Taurus: Don’t see IT Chapter 2. This
isn’t even a horoscope, it’s just really
bad.

Gemini: One day you’ll be the recipient of a Kids’ Choice Award — but you
know it’s not about just winning some
flashy award. It’s about getting a lot of
slime dumped on you legally.
Cancer: You’re too often bullied into

doing things you shouldn’t be doing.
You should be getting all your life advice from this horoscope, idiot.

Leo: Mars and Venus have aligned!
The last time this happened, Leos all
across the world made tremendous discoveries! So no pressure, just make an
incredible invention or something and
you’ll be on par with your astrological
ancestors.
Virgo: It’s never too early to find that
restaurant you’ll go to every week in
your old age to watch the Cubs play.

Libra: They say watch and learn, but
this week you’ll be listening and learning! Ah, nothing like a horrible eye
accident to make you appreciate your
other senses!
Scorpio: You’re going to have a really

good idea this week and it’ll be the
equivalent of the movie The Hangover.
You can repeat the idea one time and be
fine, but if you do it a third time you’ll
just seem washed up and out of ideas.

Sagittarius: On Sunday the moon will
be full: this is a perfect time for Sagittarii to convene late at night and bask in
the glory of the moonlight.
Capricorn: DEFINITELY stay inside
Sunday night, I’m 90% sure Sagittarii
are werewolves.

Aquarius: You know exactly where
you’re headed in life, and the stars are
not a fan of this. You’re gonna run them
out of business if you don’t stop planning ahead!
Pisces: Consider which section of your
Wikipedia article you are currently in.
“Early Career?” “Personal life?” “Workers’ Revolutionary Party?” “Implosion
of the WRP?”

Last Week’s Answer Key!
No room
for a word
search this
week! Check
out
next
week’s issue
(9/18/19)
for a new
puzzle!

